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abroad for aid. Vienna was the place, from which
many of them had expected help ; but they now saw
in the rising power of the " Colossus of the North "
an alternative means of safety. The star of Russia
had appeared in the firmament, and they sought
guidance from its light.

The  Russians, whose close connection   with  the
history of Roumania now begins, had for some time
been on friencUy terms with its rulers.    As far back
as   the   end of  the fifteenth  century  a  prince  of
Moldavia had married his daughter to a son of the
Czar.     But  the personal relations thus formed had
had no political influence until a much later  date.
In 1674, however, the two principalities made over-
tures to Russia through the mediation of a monk,
who was sent to implore the Czar to throw his pro-
tection over the Danubian Christians.    The offer was
favourably received.     Alexis, who  then  sat  on the
Russian  throne, suggested  that a number of Rou-
manian notables should be sent to arrange terms, and
promised   that,   as   soon   as   the   u sovereigns"   of
Moldavia  and  Wallachia   had   taken   the   oath  of
allegiance to him, he would  u grant them  subsidies
and defend them against the enemies of the Cross.1'
Nothing, however, came of this proposal at the time,
but in 1688 the Prince of Wallachia, weaned with the
exactions of the Turks, again applied to Russia for
aid.    Peter the Great, who was then Czar, made the
same response; but it was not till   1711   that the
Russians and Roumanians formed an alliance for the
first time.    At this period Constantine Brancovano
was prince of Wallachia and Demetrius Cantemir of